Bartolozzi, Francesco
Florence, c. 1730- Lisbon, 1815
Since he was a child, Francesco Elígio
Bartolozzi1 was in love with the Fine Arts.
Later, he worked with his father who became
his engraving teacher.
When he enters to the Academy, in Florence,
he studies drawing and studies with Inácio
Hugford and de Ferretti. After 1745 Bartolozzi
is in Venice and works in the atelier of the
engraver José Wagner. His next steps were
Milan and England, where he is hired by
Richard Dalton, engraver and librarian for the
Prince of Wales, in 1794. In London he mades
every kind of engravure: chisel, etching and
stippling, a method that he was an “expert
and systematizer”2.
In 1802, Bartolozzi comes to Portugal to be
director of the Academia Nacional de Lisboa.
He was also in charge of the reform of the old
Imprensa Régia and the project to illustrate
the new edition of “Os Lusíadas”, from Vieira
Portuense. Unfortunately, this last project
was not finished.
Francisco de Queiroz assisted Bartolozzi in his
classes. Between his students were: Oliveira
Monteiro, Priaz, Eloy d’Almeida, Teodoro de
Lima and Domingos José da Silva.
About Bartolossi’s work in Potugal, Ernesto
Soares considers it with lack of consistency
and even artistic vision, although he was still
superior to his Portuguese peers3. However,
Benezit stands that Bartolozzi kept his talents
until his very last day, and that his prints are
still appreciated by the connoisseurs4.
Bartolozzi also practiced pastel drawings,

oil painting and miniature, which is precious
for its rarity, according to L. de Mauri5. His
notorious engraver left a vast collection of
works, having even worked for Napoleon the I.
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